THE   CLIMATE   OF   PERSIA

homelike flowers and ferns around us, we could
hardly realise that we were not driving through
some dear Devonshire lane in Old England. But
as we mounted, higher and ever higher over the
Elburz Mountains, we soon lost this English type of
scenery. ^ The climate became dry and warm, till by
the time we reached Teheran we were thankful
indeed for the shelter of the comfortable quarters
of our American friends, who extended to us the
most hospitable kindness during our stay in that
city. The climate of Teheran is very good; its
winters are pleasantly cold, and the summer heat is
not so overpoweringly great as in other places,
'jfhen, too, there are lovely summer gardens near
at hand, whither the residents can retire during the
warm months of the year. And for those who love
the mountain heights there is the beautiful and
picturesque Mount Demavend, rising some 19,400
feet above sea-level. This mountain adds greatly to
the beauty of Teheran, both as regards its scenery
and climate. It stands as a sentinel guarding the
valley in which Teheran lies, and has an ever-
changing beauty of its own, with its eternal snows
catching and reflecting all the radiant hues of the
rising and setting sun. It also forms a most
valuable health resort and summer retreat for all
the heat-wearied ones of the neighbourhood. This
is the highest mountain in Persia, but there are
many others from 10,000 to 13,000 feet high, so,
if necessary, a cool climate is to be found at all
times of the year. Once over the Elburz, the whole
of Persia is a high plateau land, till we descend once
more to the shores of the Persian Gulf.
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